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Secretary Weber Applauds US DOJ Action to 
Protect Voting Rights in Georgia 

 
SACRAMENTO, CA – California Secretary of State Shirley N. Weber, Ph.D., had the following 
response to the Unites States Department of Justice’s announcement to pursue legal action against the 
State of Georgia for racially discriminatory provisions of the state’s election laws:  
 
“Hallelujah! Today the federal government made loud and clear its intention to protect the voting rights 
of every American citizen. Over the last four years, not only did the U.S. Justice Department drop the 
ball, but it abdicated its responsibility to defend this most sacred American right and the lynchpin of 
democracy. All the while, the Supreme Court gutted key provisions of the landmark Voting Rights Act 
of 1965. I applaud this Department of Justice for stepping in to defend this crucial constitutional 
baseline for democratic government. 
 
“Throughout U.S. history, when the federal government has withdrawn from the election space, voter 
suppression has filled the void. Jim Crow laws took root in this country when the federal government 
failed to step in out of a misplaced regard for “states’ rights” -- an oft-used cover for racist policies. It 
is the federal government’s mandate – it’s imperative -- to protect Americans from voter suppression 
no matter which state they live in. 
 
“Backslides to “states’ rights” have never ended well for Black Americans and the current raft of voter 
suppression legislation wouldn’t either. No matter where you live in this country if you’re an adult 
citizen, your access to the ballot should be secure and your voice should be heard.  
 
“As the chief elections officer of the largest state in the nation, I see the expansion of voting access to 
the people of California as fundamental to the duties of my office. In that spirit, I welcome the 
Department of Justice’s signal today that those who wish to curtail the voting rights of our fellow 
citizens will have a fight from the highest reaches of government on their hands.” 
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-files-lawsuit-against-state-georgia-stop-racially-discriminatory
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nE7bwfA-NANV0Hbi5Fmi5tuydHtckhTARXw0TOMQ-a2B5d7tS2QKAFaf2aPuq7PokVYf-D1bxZsAKGkXZA1gv6KMNCG4eSbDk6sYvt5IDIlXfG5w-vXXakQ%3D%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687429157&sdata=ySXNBpLp5eC5HXpgEbymrKfWVwNNALtnUiCbJ2MS%2Fyg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nE7bwfA-NANV0Hbi5Fmi5tuydHtckhTARXw0TOMQ-a2B5d7tS2QKAFaf2aPuq7PokVYf-D1bxZsAKGkXZA1gv6KMNCG4eSbDk6sYvt5IDIlXfG5w-vXXakQ%3D%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687429157&sdata=ySXNBpLp5eC5HXpgEbymrKfWVwNNALtnUiCbJ2MS%2Fyg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nE7bwfA-NANVTnKpPkyGx4EYd-V1a3CXgEUB4Azd2EjuhoEdvrC9wYtNBebQ53jBgCC-NOgfBg8WzgqDvBAtAymbxRXTmaAbXQUURxRC8wZn%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687439161&sdata=c88PfUgnHVpNeTCwYyZ38QuGlCSUBPLUo4gEjz6n8gQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nE7bwfA-NANVTnKpPkyGx4EYd-V1a3CXgEUB4Azd2EjuhoEdvrC9wYtNBebQ53jBgCC-NOgfBg8WzgqDvBAtAymbxRXTmaAbXQUURxRC8wZn%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687439161&sdata=c88PfUgnHVpNeTCwYyZ38QuGlCSUBPLUo4gEjz6n8gQ%3D&reserved=0
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